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Tulsa Area United Way Awards Six Social Innovation Grants  

 Preparing vision-impaired youth to live independently, matching adults and high school 

students who share a diagnosis of Asperger’s or autism, and adopting a ride-sharing program to 

provide teens with access to social services are among six Social Innovation Grants awarded 

recently by the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 “Our goal is to locate fresh perspectives and innovative strategies to confront challenges 

in our community,” said Mark Graham, President and CEO of the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 A total of $240,000 was awarded to several local non-profit organizations that presented 

new and exciting angles to tackle social challenges, Graham said. 

 Several non-profit organizations recently presented their ideas before a panel of volunteer 

judges during a “pitch night” at United Way. As a result, six agencies were selected to receive 

grants to pursue their projects.  

 Each “pitch” was limited to 10 minutes. Recipients may or may not receive regular 

funding from United Way but are required to be 501c3 organizations. 

 “Our judges were not only looking for innovation, but also for collaboration among non-

profit, educational or governmental organizations,” said Sharon Gallagher, director of 

collaborative initiatives at the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 Receiving grants were New View Oklahoma, Gatesway Foundation, Tulsa Campaign to 

Prevent Teen Pregnancy, 36 Degrees North, DVIS and the Veteran’s Coffee Bunker. 

 New View Oklahoma was awarded a Social Innovation Grant of $25,000 to prepare 

vision-impaired youth ages 14-21 to live independently as adults, including mobility, financial 

literacy, medication management, Braille and other daily living skills.  

 The Gatesway Foundation received $25,000 to hire high-functioning adults with 

disabilities such as Asperger’s and autism to serve as mentors and teach a full range of life skills 

to high school students with the same diagnosis.  



 The Tulsa Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy will utilize a grant of $50,000 to 

implement a ride-sharing program for teenagers to access a variety of social services. The 

program, in partnership with Youth Services of Tulsa, will adopt a model similar to the popular 

Uber program.  

 36 Degrees North received $50,000 to create a Classroom Innovation Fellowship that will 

award grants to teachers and administrators from any area school district who have innovative 

ideas to improve learning.   

 Domestic Violence Intervention Services (DVIS) will receive $40,000 to utilize new 

“attachment and bio-behavioral catch-up” therapy to teach caregivers how to effectively nurture 

children who have experienced violence in the home.  

 The Honor Bunker, or coffee bunker for veterans, will utilize its grant of $50,000 to train 

mentors to respond to their peers at risk of suicide or in need of re-integration assistance or 

health care services. The mentors, who are also veterans, will receive advanced suicide 

prevention training as well as skills to support veterans and their families.  

 The projects will receive funding and roll out in 2017, Graham said. Social Innovation 

Grants for individuals will be considered and awarded by United Way in November. For more 

information on the Social Innovation Grant program for non-profit agencies and individuals, visit 

the Tulsa Area United Way website at www.tauw.org. 
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